The Life of Jesus Series, Message 37
“For Me or Against Me” MT 12.22-37, 4649
Jesus’ most comprehensive miracle created organized, public opposition against him; yet he responded in love.

I. The triple miracle created fierce public opposition by the Pharisees: “for me or against me” MT 12.30
1. Like the demonized man, the pharisees showed that they were under the control of Satan MT 12.31-32
2. Like the demonized man, the pharisees showed their spiritual blindness: “show us a sign” MT12.38

3. like the demonized man, the pharisees showed their spiritual muteness: could not speak truth ~ MT 12.33-37
il. Even Jesus’ mother (Mary) and his family were publicly “against” Jesus: MK 3.20-22

1. His family was saying publicly : “he is out of his mind”

2. Response: Jesus identified his true spiritual family: “these are my brothers and mother” MT 12.48-49
A. “those who keep on listening to the Word of God and continue to do it” LK 8.20-21
B. “whoever does the will of my Father in heaven” MT 12.50

1il. Jesus’ response to those who were “against” him: he loved them unconditionally (was merciful)
Key: He did not take the opposition personally, nor react personally =~ MT 12.32; LK 23.34

1. He began to speak to them in parables MT 13.1-3, 10, 13
2. He gave them the “sign of Jonah” ' MT 12.39-40
3. He continued to perform (a series of 6) powerful healing miracles

4. He continued his 2™ tour of Galilee from town to town with compassion for all MT 9.35-36
5. He prayed; called his disciples to pray MT9.37
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