The Life of Jesus Serles, Message 31: “Rejoicing in Persecution”  MT 5.10-12
Jesus intends each of us to live in His joy-filled presence, regardless of circumstances—including persecution.

I. The Uniqueness of the 8" beatitude: Differences from the first 7 promises
1. The first and last beatitudes share the same promise: “for theirs Is the Kingdom of heaven”
2. Jesus repeated the 8" beatitude twice for emphasis: “blessed are you when...”
3. The 8" beatitude is the only one with a command concerning it: “Keep on rejoicing/being glad”
4. The 8" beatitude is the reward/consequence of experiencing/growing in the first 7 beatitudes JN15.20

Il. The Example of Jesus rejoicing in persecution: “rejoice and be glad, for great Is your reward in heaven...”
1. Jesus chose JOY: “... because of the joy set before him he endured the cross, despising the shame...” HEB 12.2
2. All persecution against all disciples is actually directed at Jesus: He is STILL being persecuted ACTS 9.4-5
3. Jesus valued persecution as a great honor: “so they persecuted the prophets beforeyou”  ACTS 5.41; PHIL 1.29

lil. Jesus spoke of different kinds/degrees of persecution
1. Insults (verbal abuse)

2. Physical persecution (loss of: possessions/freedomflife)
3. Character assassination with lies: “say all kinds of evil things about you faisely”
4. All persecution is because we are living with Jesus’ attitudes living in us: “for righteousness/because of me”

IV. The reason for rejoicing in persecution: The special presence and power of the Trinity is with us

1. We experience the special presence of Jesus shared in persecution: persecuted together with Him  ACTS 9.4-5
2. Persecution Is the greatest opportunity for witness: unconditional love through peace-making

(1) “1t will be the Spirit of your Father speaking through you” MT 10.20
(2) “The Holy spirit will teach you at that time what to say” LK 12.12
(3) “1 (Jesus) will you words and wisdom that no one can contradict” LK 21.15

3. Peter spoke of this 8" beatitude in his 1 Letter: “you are blessed because...” | PET 4.12-14
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