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The Life of Jesus Series, Message 30: “Blessed Are the Peacemakers” MT 5.9
The peace of Christ within us becomes His peace through us to a world that cannot find peace apart from Him.

I. The World’s Understanding of Peace
1. In Jesus’ world, peace was associated with the Roman Empire.
2. In Japan, peace is often understood through the cultural value of wa: relational and social harmony.

3. Every nation/culture has its own understanding of peace that is related to conditions in the world

I1. Jesus Was Not Promising Peace in This World

1. “Do not think that | came to bring peace on the earth.” MT 10:34
2. There is no true peace apart from God. “There is no peace for the wicked.” IS 57:20-21
3. Jesus promised His disciples opposition rather than worldly peace. JN 15:18-20, 16:33

4. “Blessed are the peacemakers” cannot mean creating a conflict-free society in this world.

l1l. Jesus Is the Prince of Peace: Shalom—the wholeness of life that comes from union with Christ

1. The prophets made clear that the Messiah would bring the birth of Peace. IS 9:6; LK 1:76-79; 2:14
2. Jesus promised peace to those who were near and those who were far away. LK 7.50; EPH 2:17
3. The peace Jesus gives is first peace with God. ROM 521

4. Jesus Gives His Peace Through the Indwelling Holy Spirit: “the fruit of the Spirit” JN 14:27, 16:33; GAL 5.22
IV. Peacemaking Is the Natural Progression from Mercy

1. Mercy causes Jesus’ disciples to give sinful people God’s unconditional love
2. The greatest need of every person is reconciliation with God: Peacemaking proclaims that reconciliation

V. Peacemakers Participate in Christ’s Ministry of Reconciliation

1. God reconciled us to Himself through Christ. 2 COR 5:18-20
2. God has given His disciples the ministry of reconciliation.
3. Peacemaking is primarily extending Christ’s peace through evangelism ACTS 10.36

4. Peacemaking secondarily includes seeking peace with other people for the sake of the gospel ROM 12.18
5. Peacemakers reveal the character of Jesus: “will be called sons of God” MT 5.9



