The Life of Jesus Series, Message 28: “A Heart for God” MT5.7-8
A pure heart toward God is merciful toward sinful people.

. The Blessi i : Si
1. Jesus’ Example of Purity of Heart

(1) Jesus fulfilled the great commandment: To love God with ALL of his being MT 22.36-37
(2) Jesus expressed this in different words many times/ways in his ministry JN 8.29
2. Purity of Heart for Jesus’ Disciples
(1) Single eye/one master MT 6.22-24
(2) The OT prayer example PS 27.4; 73.23-26; 86.11
(3) The single desire of a disciple is to know their Rabbi PHIL 3.10,18
(4) Sustained, singular devotion to Jesus means we experience our sin through Him
(5) The promise: singular devotion to knowing Jesus means we can “see” him IN 14.21
1l. The Proof of a Heart Devoted to God is Mercy Toward Sinful People
1. Jesus’ Example of Mercy
(1) love for his enemies expressed in forgiveness: “Father, forgive them...” LK 23.34
(2) Jesus clearly emphasized his desire for mercy MT 9.13; 12.7
2. Jesus’ disciples expressing merciful love
(1) Unconditional love for our enemies is how we express mercy LK 6.27-36
A. command: do good LK 6.27
B. command: bless those who curse you (speak good things) LK 6.28
C. command: pray for those who mistreat you LK 6.28
D. command: give unconditionally to them LK 6.29-30
E: command: be merciful, as God is merciful (to you) LK 6.36
(2) Unconditional forgiveness is how we express the mercy we have been given ~ MT 6.12; EPH 4.32-5.2
(3) unconditional mercy to others is proof of our singular devotion to loving God
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