The Life of Jesus Series, Message 27: “A Heart for God” MT5.5-6
A heart that desires God’s presence, will, and righteousness above all else becomes like Jesus.

. The Blessing of Meekness: submissively following God’s guidance in the awareness of His Presence

1. Jesus’ Example of Meekness
(1) “t am meek and lowly in heart”

MT 11.28-30
(2) submissively following His Father’s guidance in the awareness of His presence JN5.19-20
(3) The basic meaning of “meekness” is power under control, like a racehorse
2. Meekness for Disciples
(1) Fear of self-directed actions (mourning our own sin) ROM 7.15, 18
(2) Desire to live in God’s presence through loving obedience to His Word/guidance JN15.9-10

(3) Desire/praying daily for God’s reign/will to be done, for it is perfect MT 6.10
(4) The promise: meekness causes disciples to “inherit God’s will/fulness on earth” MT 5.5; LK 12.32; JN 1.16

II. The Blessing of Hungering and Thirsting for God’s Righteousness: His love expressed in action MTs5.6

1. Jesus’ Example of hungering and thirsting for righteousness: God’s love in action
(1) Jesus first words in MT: “It is proper to do this to fulfill all righteousness” MT 3.15
(2) Jesus loved righteousness more than anyone else PS 45.7; HEB 1.8-9
(3) Hunger and thirst remind us of our most basic needs

2. Hungering and Thirsting for righteousness as Disciples
(1) The command: “Seek first the reign of God and His righteousness” MT 6.33
(2) Loving God through obedience is our first/greatest love = righteousness JN14.23; REV 2.4
(3) Prayerful obedience to God’s Word expresses our desire to remain in His presence (not duty) JN 15.7
(4) The promise: Hungering/thirsting for righteousness will be “filled” with the fruit of His presence

ROM 14.17; GAL 5.22-23
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