KIBC Membership: “Names Written in Heaven”
LK 10.20; HEB 12.22-24

Believers experience their membership in the universal church
through belonging, believing, and participating in local churches.

1. The New Testament teaches that every believer belongs to Jesus’ universal church: “Names written in heaven”

(1) Jesus: “Keep on rejoicing that your names have been written in heaven.” LK 10.20
(2) “The church of the Firstborn, whose names are written in heaven” HEB 12.22-24
(3) “names are written in the ‘book of eternal life’” PHIL 4.3; REV 3.5,13.8, 17.8, 20.12, 15, 21.7

2. The New Testament teaches that every believer should actively participate in a local church

(1) Jesus calls us to meet regularly with other believers to encourage them to love/good works  HEB 10.24-25
A. We share a sense of belonging to the same spiritual family through the Holy Spirit EPH 4.7
B. We believe in the same God and his Word
C. We serve each other in love to meet their needs

(2) Church leaders need to know who they are responsible to God for HEB 13.17; ACTS 20.28

(3) The desire and commitment to participate together in mutual encouragement is KIBC “membership”

(4) Some people participate in more than one local church because of their circumstances or gifts/calling
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