The Life of Jesus Series, Message 25: “Singular Devotion to Obedience”
MT 5.3-12
Jesus lived with singular devotion to obey the Father; His disciples are called to share that same obedience.

I. The importance of the beatitudes

1. The Sermon on the Mount forms the foundation of Jesus’ discipleship curriculum.

2. These attitudes are core values of Jesus himself: they describe his inner life

3. Without these attitudes it is impossible to follow Jesus or become like him

4. Each “blessing” is the promised result of the attitude; LK records “woes” when these are ignored.

II. Singular devotion to obey Jesus is the essence of being his disciple

1. Obedience for Jesus: “not my will, but may your will be done” ' MT 3.15—12.50—26.39, 42—PHI 2.8
2. Obedience for his disciples: “follow me” MT 6.33—7.21,24—28.20—ROM 1.5, 16.26

lll. The beatitudes reveal the inner motivations that produce singular devotion to obedience
1. Singular devotion to obeying Jesus is rooted in “poverty of spirit”

(1) Poverty of spirit for Jesus: “total dependance on God” MT 11.29—26.39—PHIL 2.5-8
(2) Poverty of spirit for us as disciples: “apart from me you can do nothing” JN15.5
A. “I cannot save myself. Only Jesus saves me.” (LK: “woe if you try to save yourself”) EPH 2.8
B. “I cannot understand God’s will by myself. Only Jesus’ teaching reveal it through the Spirit.” JN 16.13
C. “I cannot obey Jesus in my own strength. Only the resurrection power of Jesus can my create obedience.”
D. Jesus creates obedience in our dependency: “I have come to fulfill the Law and the Prophets” MT 5.17
(3) The promise: total dependance on the risen Jesus results in experiencing God: “they experience the
reign of heaven”
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