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The Keystone: The Essential Power of Jesus’ Resurrection
1 Cor. 15:1-20

I. The resurrection is the Keystone holding our relationship with God/new covenant together.
IF JESUS IS STILL DEAD:

The gospel is useless 15.14

Faith is also useless 15.14,17

The apostles, prophets, Jesus, and the Scriptures are unreliable (lies) 15.15

We are unforgiven and guilty in our sins 15.17

When we die we will perish in Hell 15.18

Christians are the most pitiful, miserable people on earth 15.19

L “But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.”

Therefore, because Jesus really IS alive we can affirm:

The gospel is the power of God that produces salvation ROM 1.16
Faith is our effective connecter to the Risen Jesus ROM 1.16-17
The testimony of Jesus and the scriptures is TRUE, and can be trusted 11 COR 1.20
We can be SURE that our sins have been forgiven LK 24.45-47
We can be SURE that we have the gift of eternal life, and “dead” believers as well JN 11.25-26, 14.19
All who believe in Him are the most blessed people alive! JN 20.29

All of these things are true because Jesus loves us too much to stay buried in the ground!
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