The Life of Jesus Series, Message 14:  “The Miracle of Forgiveness”
MK 2.1-12 (Parallel Texts: MT 9.1-8; LK 5.17-26)

Point: Jesus used a miracle of healing to demonstrate the miracle of forgiveness
that is absolutely certain for us, yet was immeasurably costly for Him.

The setting: 1. Quick trip back to Capernaum while on the 1* Tour of Galilee ( to restock food/sleep in a bed)
2. Large crowd filled with Pharisees/teachers of the Law
3. Jesus was teaching/speaking the Word
4. Believers brought their friend in need to Jesus, as should we

(1) The man (Jewish people) thought that thls kind of serious condltion was punishment for sin
(2) For Jesus, unforgiven sin was a much more serious problem than total paralysis: sin separates from God forever
(3) Jesus tells us to be courageous because our sins are forgiven in the same way

(1) Only God can forgive sin (because it is committed against God), and only God can m:raculously heal anything
(2) Jesus performed the visible healing miracle to prove the invisible miracle of forgiveness was completed

(1) Forglving sin means choosing to acceptlpay for the loss created by the sin of another | person God has no loss!
(2) Forgiving sin required Jesus’ incarnation, sinless life, accepting the losses our sin created, THEN forgiving it
(3) The proof that we are courageous in our confidence in God’s forgiveness is forgiving others
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