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Stage IV: The Great Galilean Ministry... “Taking Jesus At His Word”  JN 4.45-54

Jesus calls us to experience His abundant life with Him by trusting His Word—
even when we have not yet seen what He hds promiséd.

I.The background: This was one of the first events in Jesus’ Great Galilean ministry, and the second sign in John.

I1.The basic discipleship principle of “taking Jesus at His Word” demonstrated in the Royal Official

1. Theroyal official had “heard about: Jesus.”

* “Faith comes from hearing, and hearing from the word about Christ.” ROM 10.17

* He heard about Jesus’ healing ministry in Jerusalem/the Temple at Passover JN 2.23, 4.45

* He heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee and was therefore accessible JN 4.47

* WE have all the essential information about Jesus that God intends for us to know in the gospels
2. The royal official “came to Jesus” to ask for His saving help (“if you knew, you would ask...”) ~ JN 4.10
3. The royal official persisted in asking when His faith was tested by Jesus IN 4.48
4. The royal official “took Jesus at His Word” = believed Jesus JN 4.50

(1) Jesus gave His command: “go... keep on going”
(2) Jesus gave His statement of fact: “your son is living abundantly” (ZOE... God’s quality of life) JN 10.10
(3) Taking Jesus at His Word begins a journey of walking by faith
* theré is always a gap bétweéen bélieving in Jesus threugh His Word, and fl]l'l"y' éxperiencing His wWérd
Some are short journeys of walking by faith... like the royal official
Some are long journeys that last our lifetime
* The confirmed Word of Jesus leads to new recognition/revelation about Him = deeper faith JN 4.53
(4) The point of learning the life and teachings of Jesus as His disciples is to “take Him at His EVERY Word”
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