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The Life of Jesus Series, Message 06

Stage VIl Tuesday Afternoon of Passion Week
“Principles of Giving... According to Jesus”
MK 12.41-44 (LK 21.1-4)

Point: Jesus calls us as His disciples to give as generously—and therefore as sacrificially—as He does.
. Jesus (God) sees and knows our hearts regarding our giving... “Jesus sat down and was watching” MK 12.41

1. God is the only One who can accurately evaluate our giving

2. Disciples should not evaluate the giving of others, including pastors

3. Therefore, Jesus taught the principle of secrecy in giving... “do your giving in secret” #MT 6.1-4
(1) The “spiritual leaders” of Jesus’ day made a great show of their public giving... “seen by people”
(2) Jesus emphasized secrecy before people because our giving is known to God... “God sees in secret”

Il. Over 90% of the giving in Church history has therefore been done in Offering Boxes...

1. Old Covenant giving has been done in offering boxes for 3,500 years

2. For the first 1800 years of church history all giving was done in offering boxes

3. Churches that “pass the plate” are American evangelicals and those influenced by them

4. Digital (online) giving through bank transfer is growing rapidly and fulfills Jesus’ principle of secrecy

lil. As an Old Covenant believer among Old Covenant believers, Jesus taught tithes and offerings as God’s will

1. Jesus taught the Laws regarding the “tithe” In the Old Testament were binding on OT bellevers  MT 23.23
2. However, Jesus did NOT expect New Covenant Christians to practice the Old Covenant laws of the tithe

(1) Jesus died to set us free from all obligation to obey the OT Law... we “died with Christ to the Law”

(2) Jesus knew the Temple would be destroyed. It’s impossible to obey the Tithe Laws without the Temple
(3) There are two examples of giving a tithe in the OT before the Mosiac Law of Tithing, We are free to tithe
(4) New Covenant believers give according to the grace of God; surely grace will lead beyond the Law!

(5) Adherence to the tithe can LIMIT our giving and promote selfishness

(6) Generosity: Set the tithe as your initial goal and grow beyond it.as much as you can by God’s grace

IV. The main point of Jesus’ teaching on Giving: Our generosity in 'giving should follow His example of sacrifice

1. Lots of wealthy people were giving a large volume out of their abundance, with no sacrifice

2. The poor widow “gave more” than everyone else because she gave everything & sacrificed the most

3. God measures the size of our giving by what we do NOT give... how much do we retain for ourselves?

4. Jesus gave EVERYTHING for us. This was what He saw in the poor widow and rejoiced in IICOR 8.9
5. Strive for GENEROSITY: to give as much as you possibly can by God’s grace... in every way! Be like Jesus...

Stewardship: we manage Jesus’ resource for HIS purpose of making disciples of all the nations.



