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The Life of Jesus Series, Message 05
Stage llI: The Conclusion of Jesus’ Early Judean Ministry

“The Gift of Eternal Life and Its Giver”
JN 4.4-15

Point: Understanding the gift of God and its Giver enables anyone to believe and receive eternal life.
I. The background contrast between Jesus’ personal evangelism of Nicodemus and the Samaritan woman
man vs woman
rich vs poor
highly educated vs uneducated
elite political ruler vs outcast
Bible teacher vs ignorant of most of the OT
covenant relationship with God vs no relationship with God
came to Jesus at night vs met Jesus by day
" little response vs immediate, quick response
IL Jesus felt the necessity of overcoming every kind of prejudice because of the unconditional love of God. 4.4-9
Racial, religious, economic, gender, social, moral kinds of prejudice needed to be avercome
Jesus offered to drink from her water bag!
1l “IF you knew” ... the greatest unfulfilled condition that Jesus/we must overcome in personal evangelism
1. “IF you knew the gift of God 4.10, 13
(1) The gift is “living water”... eternal life :
(2) the gift is far greater than Jacob’s gift of the water in the well 41112
(3) physical water/things cannot permanently satisfy our heart-need for love/fellowship with God 4.13
(4) Jesus’ gift of “living water” satisfies us eternally with the lifeflove/fellowship of God! 4.13
An awesome progression: one drink... a well... a fountain... rivers of living water! (7.37)

2. “IF you knew the Giver, Jesus Himself” ... “who it is who asks you for a drink” : 4.10

(1) This is a classic “recognition scene” in the biography (Bioi) genre
(2) her quick progress in recognizing Jesus:

you Jew... Sir... Greater than Jacob... a Prophet... Man who told me everything... Christ... Savior of the World

3. IF you had known... THEN you would have asked, and He would have given you living water 4.10
(1) “Give me this water” ' 4.15
(2) “Go call your husband and come back” 4.16
(3) “then, leaving her water jar...” 4.28

IV. People who receive the gift of Living Water from Jesus share the good news with others!

1. ““Come and see’ the Man who told me everything | have done”

2. very politely she said: “This is the Messiah” (Jesus: “I| AM the Messiah)

3. she believed/witnessed that Jesus is “The Savior of the World” (including all Gentiles)

4. “Let the one who hears say, ‘Come!” REV 22.17



