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EPHESIANS Series, Message 13A
“Maintaining Christ-like (Loving) Relationships in the Body” EPH 4.17-5.2

Point: The 3rd principle of “walking worthy of Christ” is to maintain Christ-like (loving) relationships in the
church by following Jesus’ example and commands in the power of the Holy Spirit.

I. Paul gives us 41 Commands about Christ-like living in love (walking worthy of Christ) in Ephesians 4.17-6.24.

1. The teaching of Jesus about love and His commands

(1) Jesus commanded us to make our home in Him, and His love JN15.4,9
(2) The commands of Jesus reveal His love supremely JN15.10

A. Jesus lived in His Father’s love by obeying His commands

B. The greatest OT command is to love God and others MT 22.36-40
(3) Jesus taught that obedience to His commands is how we love God IN14.21, 23
(4) Jesus gave us His command to love others as He has first loved us: love is God’s “brand” JN 13.34-35
(5) Jesus promised that “he will reveal Himself to us” through loving obedience JN 14.21

(6) We must devote ourselves to learning the life and teachings of Jesus to leam God’s love E 4.20

2. The Teaching of Paul about the centrality of love in this section (EPH 4.17-5.2)

(1) The previous section ended with the truth that we build each other up in love E 4.16
(2) The present section ends with an appeal to imitate the way God loves us in Christ E5.1-2
A. We are to follow God’s love-example because we have become part of the Love-family E 5.1
B. We are “dearly loved children of God” by the Father, Son and Holy Spirit Es.2
C. Therefore we should “walk (live) in the way of love toward God and each other Es.2

Il. The Principle of “Taking off” our old way of thinking, “Putting On Christ and His love” as our new way of living



