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EPHESIANS Series, Message 08
“Paul’s Prayer for Holy Spirit-Given Power to Love,” Part Il EPH 3.18-21

Main idea: The power of the Holy Spirit strengthens churches to live the love of God in answer to prayer and faith.
I. Paul’s 1 Request: for the Power of the Holy Spirit to strengthen believers in our inner beings so we can love

Il. Paul’s 2™ Request: for the power of the Holy Spirit to enable believers to clearly understand God’s love
“in order that God may give you the strength to grasp the height, depth, breadth and length (size) of Christ’s love”

1. The strength comes from the Holy Spirit, who teaches/guides us into understanding the truth in Christ
2. Holy Spirit-given strength enables us to grasp, or comprehend in our own understanding/thinking
(1) first, we understand the way God (the Trinity) thinks about love by the power of the Holy Spirit
(2) next, we make God’s thinking about love to be our own way of always thinking about God’s love
(3) this means we abandon the many human ways of thinking about love we used to have
3. The Holy Spirit gives strength to all believers to grasp the same understanding about God’s love
4. The Holy Spirit gives us the strength to grasp/understand the dimensions of Christ’s love
(1) HEIGHT = the SOURCE of love is the Trinity, 3 Persons Who Love One another and us! EPH 1.6, JN 15.9
(2) DEPTH = the UNCONDITIONAL nature of God’s love, which is deeper than our sin EPH 2.1-4
(3) BREADTH = the UNIVERSALITY of God’s love that includes ALL people/creation EPH 5.1-2
(4) LENGTH = the CONTINUATION of God’s love from eternity past to eternity future EPH 1.4, 2.7
5. The Holy Spirit strengthens our MINDS to understand this Word/truths/facts applies to all of us  ROM 5.5-8
6. RESULTS of grasping/understanding God’s love to make it our new way of thinking/believing about love
(1) WE KNOW/EXPERIENCE God’s Love together in the fellowship of the Family/Body/Dwelling EPH 3.19
A. HEIGHT = we experience the SOURCE of love that is way beyond human... Christ loves through us
B. DEPTH = we experience the UNCONDITIONAL nature of Christ’s love by forgiving each other
C. BREADTH = we experience the UNIVERSALITY of Christ’s love by accepting/bearing with each other
D. LENGTH = we experience the CONTINUATION of Christ’s love that never ends/diminishes
E. The CHURCH is the extension of Trinity-love in the Family/Body/Dwelling of love
F. we EXPERIENCE MORE than we grasp/comprehend, leading to greater understanding... EPH 3.19

(2) We are constantly being FILLED with more of the love of God

A. The Church as the Body of Christ already IS the fullness of God in Christ EPH 1.3, 22-23
B. The 2™ Result is passive: being FILLED with the Love of God in ever-increasing capacity
C. Being filled with God’s love means being filled with all God’s fullness | JOHN 4.7-8, 11-12
SUN:  JOHN 17.13-25 Learn from Ephesians in KIBC Worship
MON:  EPH 1.15-23 READ EPH 1
TUE: EPH 3.14-21 READ EPH 2
WED: PHI1.9-11 READ EPH 3
THU: COL1.914 READ EPH 4
FRI: 2 THES 3.1-5 READ EPH 5

SAT: ROM 15.5-6, 13 READ EPH 6



