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“EPHESIANS Series 01
“Why Focus on Ephesians?” EPH 2.10

Key point: The Church is God’s supreme created being, the most important created organism in all creation,
and is central to God’s eternal plan and purposes.

1. The Situation when Paul wrote Ephesians (60 AD): The Believer’s experience of church = “insignificant”

(1) The church in the world: about 240,000,000 people; church = 50,000 (0.00021%) 1in 4,800 people
(2) The church in the Roman Empire: about 60,000,000 people; church = 50,000 (0.00084%) 1in 1200 people
(3) The church in Judaism: about 7 million people; church = 50,000 (0.007%) 1in 140 Jews

A. 40 AD...100% of believers were within Judaism, a tiny subgroup known as “the Way”

B. 50 AD... Gentile (non-Jewish) believers began to believe the gospel and joined “the way” (Paul)

C. 60 AD... About 25% of believers were Gentile

D. 70 AD... destruction of the Temple/Jerusalem/Old Covenant Judaism... Gentiles believers about 50%

... the church and synagogue split; Christians persecuted by Jews
(4) POINT: the church was a miniature, insignificant sub-group of Judaism without a clear identity, who
believed that Jesus was the Christ, with a rapidly growing Gentile membership

2. The Ministry of Paul

(1) 52% of the New Testament was written directly by Paul (13 Letters) or his disciple, Dr. Luke (Luke Acts)
(2) Paul was given a clear revelation from Jesus about the content of the gospel, and the nature of the church.
GAL 1.11-12; EPH 3.7-11
(3) SHOCK!! The Church is God’s supreme created being, the most important created organism in all creation,
and is central to God’s eternal plan and purposes. NOT insignificant, but MOST IMPORTANT.
(4) Why Ephesians? To communicate the position, power, and eternal purpose of the church in God’s plan.

3. Therefore, Prayer and the work of the Holy Spirit is necessary to experience the power of God’s plan.

(1) 3X as much prayer in Ephesians compared to any other letter of Paul. EPH 1.15-23, 3.14-21
(2) 13 references to the ministry of the Holy Spirit = the most in Paul’s writings; 2.5X what is typical
(3) Such shocking truths could only be known/believed by “uneducated” believers by prayer/the Holy Spirit

4. How has God affirmed the position, power and purpose of the church in His eternal plan?

(1) The church has grown from 0.00021% to 30% of world population. The largest organization on earth!
***jn 60 AD, 1in 476,000 people was a church person. Today, three in 10 people are church people
***world population has grown 3900X since 60 AD. The church has grown 47,600X (12X as fast)

(2) Compare to Israel: shrunk from 2.75% of world population to just .002%.

***at the time of Abraham, total believers was 0.002% of world population. 1 out of 50,000 people
***in 60 AD, 1in 35 people in the world were Jewish (descendants of Abraham)
**¥in 2024, 1in 534 people in the world are Jewish (descendants of Abraham) 93% DECREASE

(3) The church has grown from just 500 believers that Jesus left behind, to the largest, most influential,
international, multi-cultural, living organism in the world.

“No other human organization in history has had such a long-lasting, pervasive,
ever-growing influence as the church.”

(4) This transformation can only be explained by the power and guidance of God, throughout history.

5. Why focus on deep understanding of Ephesians at the beginning of the life of KIBC?
(1) Each of us is bound by our own experience of church as our basic attitudef/understanding. This limits us.
(2) Ephesians give us a life-changing understanding of the church... God’s eternal plan for the church.

(3) KIBC needs to live and grow in the Ephesian view of the church, not our own past experiences.
(4) We can only know and live in God’s purpose for the church with prayer and the work of the Holy Spirit.



